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Things are happening in SAR this summer.  
Caption Walter Baker, Perkins Patton, and I 
attended the SAR National Congress in 
Sacramento, CA.  At the Congress, Perkins 
Patton was elected Trustee and I was elected 
Alternate Trustee.  Perkins represented New 
Mexico in the National Color Guard. 
 
The Fall Leadership Meeting will be Sept. 23-27, 
2008 in Louisville, KY. I encourage all of our 
leaders to attend this meeting. 
 
I am pleased at the improvements made in our 
communications between our members.  The 
completion of our Web Site and the induction of 
the newsletter are making a difference. 
 
The Constitution and Bylaws Committee has 
completed a draft revision to our Constitution 
and Bylaws.   The Board of Mangers reviewed 
and approved this draft at our last meeting.  The 
revisions will be mailed to all members for their 
approval. 
 
Committee members are needed (see the listing 
on this page).  Our organization cannot function 
without active committees.  This takes time an 
effort from many of our members.  We need 
your support to move our effort and activities to 
be more involved and effective.   If you have the 
time and desire to be involved in any of these 
committee activities, please let your chapter 
officers know. 
 
Please note the information about our new SAR 
headquarters building in Louisville, KY in the last 
edition of the SAR Magazine.  The SAR is making 
improvements for your benefit.  We in New Mexico 
are involved in that effort on the state and local level. 

 
Page 1       

NMSSARStanding Committees 
 

Constitution and Bylaws – Members: Walter 
Baker, Jim Hesse, Perkins Patton 
Duties:  Reviews and makes recommendations 
for change as needed. 
 
Color Guard – Members: George Biles, Perkins 
Patton 
Duties: Develops and promotes uniformed color 
guards.  Coordinates events. 
 
Eagle Scout – Members: Jim Thompson 
Duties: Coordinates list of Eagle Scouts, Obtains 
certificates and medals to present.  
  
Medals and Awards – Members: Walter Baker,
 Jim Hesse 
Duties:  Recommends Medals and Awards for 
members of other persons.  Obtains the 
certificates and medals for the presentations. 
 
Nominating-Members: 
Duties:  Recommends a slate of officers to be 
placed on the ballot. 
 
Newsletter- Gene Tomlinson 
Duties: Editor of newsletter and its distribution. 
 
ROTC – Members: Jim Hesse 
Duties: Coordinates list of ROTC Cadets.  
Obtains certificates and medals to present. 
 
Webmaster – Members: Teddy Adams 
Duties:  Supervises the website. 
 
2012 Congress Planning – Members: Jim 
Thornton 
Duties:  Coordinates planning activities with 
Arizona. 
 
 
 



Editorial 
In our first newsletter I discussed how to jump-start 
the NMSSAR.   In Santa Fe our monthly luncheon 
meetings have been successful in getting over 50% of 
our membership in attendance.  I am pleased to see 
the Albuquerque Chapter is also beginning to see an 
increase in support for monthly meetings.   Attending 
the Las Cruces quarterly meeting in conjunction with 
our State Board of Managers Meeting, I was 
impressed with the turnout and the quality of the 
Chapter meeting.  I would encourage the Las Cruces 
Chapter to begin monthly meetings and see if the 
interest, attendance, and hence support from our 
members in the area increases.  All of this line of 
thinking is to get more members aware of their 
organization’s activities and how they can be more 
active in support of the NMSSAR.   
 
Each of our members has a topic of interest to all and 
should be encouraged to step forward and share that 
interest and information with the Chapter.  Special 
meetings can be scheduled when a special speaker is 
available and more time is required for the message.  
Getting together regularly allows for more interaction 
of members and can develop more enthusiasm for 
upcoming activities involving the Chapter and the 
NMSSAR. 
 
Involvement in local Chapter SAR activities is the 
core of the SAR.  It is where members get to know 
each other and find common interests that can be 
individually rewarding, as well as support to the 
SAR.  We need to aggressively recruit members and 
get them qualified, if necessary, to full membership.  
We need to be active in our community in showing 
the colors, discussing patriotic topics, particularly our 
history that constantly needs to be told, less we forget 
how we developed this nation and how each of our 
forefathers contributed to it.  We need to award 
recognition to our Eagle Scouts, our ROTC and to 
others that stand out as patriots and potential patriots 
of our country.  Speaking to school groups and 
history classes can make our history come to life.  
The history of our Spanish ancestors in New Mexico 
who contributed to our cause is very important and 
may not be covered correctly in our schools.  That 
story needs to be told. 
 
I want to call to your attention to the list of 
committees on page (1) one.   We need to develop a 
succession of leadership on all the committees.  
Many of the committees meet or are active for only 
short times during the year.  The time and 
involvement may not be a lot, but the reward of 
service and support to your organization will be well 
worth your effort.  Let’s all get involved as our time 
allows and our desire to serve directs us.  Ask 
yourself, “could I have been involved in any of these 
activities or others to promote the SAR and the 
patriot causes that we can share in”.  The door is 
open for all to participate.     
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May 17th Board of Managers Meeting  
 
Following the Las Cruces Chapter meeting the 
NMSSAR Board of Managers meeting was held.  
The recommended changes to the NMSSAR 
Constitution and Bylaws were approved and will be 
mailed to each member for review and approval or 
rejection by ballot.  Standing committees reported 
their status and plans for the next quarter/year.  
 
To all Rocky Mountain District Compatriots: 
 
It has been my distinct honor to serve this district as 
VPG 2007-2008. I especially enjoyed traveling 
within the district and meeting all of you. Our district 
is not to be taken lightly. 
To see articles in the National SAR magazine about 
the accomplishments of this district, the states and the 
chapters has been a bragging point I will never 
forget. Two of our best were the Fall 2007 issue 
regarding the Tucson Presidio Tablet Dedication to 
be followed with the Winter 2008 issue regarding the 
tour of our district by President General Bruce and 
Theresa Wilcox. You gave them memories they will 
never forget. Continue sending in the articles whether 
it’s for a chapter or state event. As Norm Kronvall 
(CO) takes over please extend to him the same 
courtesy and cooperation that you have shown me. 
Send him your state meeting schedule for the 
year well in advance and invite him to your meetings. 
 Fraternally, 
J. Michael Jones jjones3549@cox.net   
VPG Rocky Mountain District 2007-2008 
 

FELLOW AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY 
WAR ENTHUSIASTS: 

 
Two If By Sea Publishing, LLC is proud to announce 
that Common Patriot: The American Revolutionary 
War Magazine is now Patriots of the American 
Revolution starting with the June 2008 issue. 
Featuring: The Revolutionary War Today, My Patriot 
Ancestor, A True Patriot Hero, American Revolution 
Month-by-Month, Conversation with a Compatriot, 
trivia and more. This publication and website is 
devoted to promoting education of the Revolutionary 
War, to preserve American heritage and continue to 
honor those who served this country with no other 
incentive than to gain their independence. Patriots of 
the American Revolution is a quarterly publication 
(March, June, September, December) for $20. To 
view previous issues and for more information please 
visit our website at www.patriotsar.com.  
 
TIMOTHY M. JACOBS, Editor    PATRIOTS OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION      (239) 464-9730  
tjacobs@patriotsar.com 
 
 

 
 



 
Cracking the Code of Recruiting New Members 
 
Larry Cornwell, a Trustee of the Alabama Society 
and a member of the Genealogy and Membership 
Committees, claims to have found three keys to 
cracking the code of recruiting new members, 
quickly researching their ancestry and efficiently 
preparing their applications. Following are his 
suggestions. 

 
First, rather than just wearing my Revolutionary War 
uniform to perform Color Guard duties, I found out 
how enormously popular I could become by making 
my uniformed self available as a luncheon or after 
dinner speaker. 

 
Once invited to speak, talk about what you know 
about the SAR. Have packets of SAR brochures and 
a sheet for sign ups. Military groups, heritage groups, 
and genealogical groups all have members who think 
they have a patriot ancestor back there “some- 
where,” and they’ll see you as a way to find him. 

 
Second, I bit the bullet and paid for a subscription to 
Ancestry.com. Here’s the track to follow: click on 
“family trees,” fill in the blanks and the search engine 
will search the millions of genealogies that have been 
submitted. Many of these are surprisingly accurate.   
(Care must be taken however to insure and verify the 
information.) Then print off each generation’s page 
and confirm the information using the Census 
Records, which are also included with your 
subscription. The Census Records may also be used 
to prove each generation’s relationship to the next 
one. 

 
Once you’ve found an ancestor who may have been 
in the Revolution, utilize the DAR and SAR indexes 
to see if anyone has already claimed this individual as 
a patriot member. 

 
Third, whether or not you have success with 

the DAR and SAR indexes, invest in a subscription to 
www.footnote.com, which has over four million 
Revolutionary War records online. Genealogies, 
muster roles, payrolls and pension files may be 
available. Often times, you won’t even have to send 
off for DAR papers or use a member’s SAR number 
as documentation.   

 
Prior to cracking the code, Compatriot 

Cornwell recruited only 26 new members in six 
years. In 2007, he has already submitted 60 new 
applications. He is convinced that his techniques can 
help the SAR grow significantly.   If you have any 
questions or need additional information, please help 
the SAR grow significantly.  If you need any help 
contact him at LaCornwell@aol.com. 
 
 Happy Recruiting Used with the permission of 
Compatriot Larry Cornwell, ALSSAR 
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From the Las Cruces Sun-News, April 16, 2008 
 
The American Revolution started in the colony of 
Massachusetts on April 19th, 1775. Today is the 233rd 
anniversary of that auspicious event. It’s important 
that we, as Americans, honor the dedicated colonials 
who rebelled against the formidable forces of Great 
Britain so long ago. A little history lesson is in order 
to remind us what those colonials accomplished. 
The Battles of Lexington and Concord were the sites 
of the first armed conflict between the thirteen 
colonies of Great Britain and their Mother country. 
The battles started with over 700 British troops 
marching to Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts. 
Their mission: to destroy various militia supplies 
stored in armories. When the British left Boston early 
on April 18th, Paul Revere galloped out to warn 
colonials that British troops were coming. The first 
confrontation was in Lexington at dawn, April 19th. 
The Colonial commander, Captain John Parker, gave 
his order: “Stand your ground; don't fire unless fired 
upon, but if they mean to have a war, let it begin 
here.” Some unknown person somewhere nearby 
fired. The British instantly responded with deadly 
musket balls. Word of the carnage spread rapidly. 
“Minutemen” colonists dropped their plows, grabbed 
their muskets, and raced towards the North Bridge at 
Concord. The British troops were unprepared for 
such an angry response from the colonial militia 
members. With great loss of life, ultimately, the 
British Army collapsed and fled towards safety. By 
the time the tattered British Army dragged itself into 
Boston, 20,000 colonials were besieging the city. The 
American Revolution had begun. 
We can thank the brave men and women who, on 
April 19th, 1775 lead us to our great democracy of 
today. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, … [they] 
“fired the shot heard round the world.” 
 
George E. Biles, Ph.D., President,  Las Cruces 
Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 
1708 Boulders Drive, Las Cruces, New Mexico 
88011,  575 521-3143 
 
Santa Fe Flag Day Ceremony June 14, 2008 
 Santa Fe Chapter members Gene Tomlinson and 
Jimmie Fennel carried the colors as part of the Flag Day 
Ceremonies at the Bataan Memorial Building in Santa 
Fe. NMSSAR President Jim Thornton with DAR 
members participated in the Ceremony to retire the flag. 
This marks the first time that the SAR has participated 
in presenting the colors during the Flag Day Ceremony 
in Santa Fe.  
 
Las Cruses Chapter May 17, 2008 meeting 
 
The Las Cruses Chapter held its May meeting with     
14 members in attendance including NMSSAR 
officers and 3 guests.  Mark Santiago presented the 
history of Spanish Militia in early New Mexico.   
 



NMSSAR Treasurer, John Farris marks grave of 
his Revolutionary War Patriot: 
 
After reviewing the records of his ancestor, Pvt. 
Joseph Barnes John Farris located the grave with the 
stone still well preserved and readable in the 
cemetery in Lanesborough, Massachusetts (MA) near 
Pittsfield MA.  The grave was unmarked by the SAR 
so John proceeded to mark the grave.  He also 
searched for Joseph’s father Capt. Joseph Barnes, SR 
grave but, as yet, to no avail. 
 
John ordered the marker and began to contact SAR 
members in the area that might be interested in 
participating the Patriot Marking Ceremony.  After 
several months, Dan Dudley, the VP of the MASSAR 
contacted John and activities began, in earnest, to be 
planned.  
 
John Dudley arranged for the “Minuteman” with a 
musket to attend in a Revolutionary War uniform, 
and he himself showed up in an officer's uniform 
complete with sword.  He had contacts with the DAR 
and three DAR chapters from Western MA 
participated - most of them in colonial dresses.  The 
DAR ladies read the dedication of the marker as John 
installed the marker on the post that he set in concrete 
the previous afternoon. The post was set with the 
help from Mary Reilly who is with the Lanesborough 
Historical Commission and she provided the concrete 
and all of the tools.   
 
During the planning phase of this project, John had 
made contact with the Lanesborough History 
Commission and the local veterans organizations.  
Both the VFW and the American Legion participated 
with a color guard and a firing squad to fire the salute 
(along with the musket man).  The VFW also brought 
along a bugler to close the ceremony with taps.  Paul 
Harris arranged for the participation of the vets 
groups and he also arranged for a police officer to be 
present to control traffic near the cemetery during the 
ceremony.  
 
In all, the marking ceremony lasted about 20 minutes.  
About 40 to 50 people showed up and afterwards 
John, his wife Jo Margaret treated many of them to 
lunch at Bob's Country Kitchen -- which was 
conveniently across the street from the cemetery.   
  
With the help of John’s granddaughter, Rose 
Williams, he had submitted a news release several 
days before the ceremony.  The local newspaper, the 
Berkshire Eagle, ran the news release the morning of 
the ceremony -- Saturday, 28 June 2008, that may 
have contributed to the large group that gathered. On 
Sunday, this paper also ran a nice article with two 
photos:  one of Compatriot Dan Dudley in his 
officer's uniform beside the VFW bugler blowing 
taps and another of the DAR ladies reading the 
dedication of the SAR Marker.   
  

John was very pleased about how the entire 
ceremony went.  His only regret was his inability to 
locate the grave of Capt. Joseph BARNES Sr. But not 
to stop there; John has hired a genealogist to look 
into the whereabouts of the Captains gravesite.  If 
successful, we will report on the marking of Capt. 
Joseph Barnes Sr. gravesite in a future article. 

 
John wishes to thank all the MASSAR and DAR 
members and the VFW members and Mary Reilly of 
the Lanesbourough Historical Commission for their 
support.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Editors Note:  Has your Patriot’s grave been properly 
marked with the SAR Marker?  Perhaps John’s 
efforts will encourage some of you to look into your 
own Patriot’s “where-about” and mark the grave site. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Color Guards Present the Colors at the June 
Congress In Sacramento 
 
Perkins Patton in uniform presents New Mexico 
Flag at the 2008 SAR National Congress.  The Color 
Guard was preparing to present the Colors. 

 
. Three departed members from New Mexico: 
William Morris Kirkwood, Dale C. Sparks, and 
James K. Walton, IV were honored 
 
Santa Fe Chapter 
 
March 12th meeting featured Charles Martinez.  He 
discussed the 1779 Comanche Campaign of Lt. Col. 
Juan Bustista de Anza.  The Campaign began and 
ended in Santa Fe covering about one month and 
traversing into Colorado and back to Santa Fe.  At 
least two battles were fought with the Comanche. 

 
Charles Martinez Presents Comanche Campaign 
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April 9th meeting featured Jimmie Fennel presenting 
the Revolution Campaigns by the Morgan Rifles and 
discussed their commander 
 

 
May 14th meeting featured Bob Mayhew who 
enlightened us with information about the U.S. 
Intelligence Agency activities during his active 
 years with the agency. 
 

 
NMSSAR President Jim Thornton presents the 
ROTC Medal to Cadet PO1 Thomas Barrera 
 on May 22, 2008,  at the Santa Fe High School 
 
 
 
Albuquerque Chapter 
 
March 20, 2008 meeting: Cooperage Restaurant.   
John Farris gave the treasurer’s report.   Ted Adams 
gave an account of the Battle of Eutaw Springs, SC 
April 17, 2008 meeting: Cooperage Restaurant.  
State president Jim Thornton was in attendance. The 
guest speaker, Captain Karin Walker USMC from 
the Naval ROTC at the University of New Mexico 
presented the program.  She explained the Naval 
ROTC including its aims, goals, and successes.    
A chapter business meeting followed and Ken Yost 
was made the Albuquerque chapter secretary and 
William Hanrahan its vice president.    
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NMSSAR Newsletter 
Gene Tomlinson, Editor 
2750 La Silla Dorada 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
     87505-6307 


